MARIE LOUISE

with so much care, and to make it Our endeavour so con-
stantly to please you in every way, that We are confident of
succeeding some day in becoming acceptable to you. That
is the goal at which We hope to arrive, and for the sake of
which We beg Y.I.H. to favour Our suit.

[CORRESP., xx, 16288. Napoleon's Austrian marriage was talked of
in the autumn of 1809, but up to January, 1810, Marie Louise had not
been consulted. The marriage by proxy took place at Vienna on March

IX.]
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MARRIAGE

TO  FRANCIS  II, EMPEROR  OF AUSTRIA

COMPIEGNE, March 29, 1810.

MY BROTHER and Father-in-law; Your Majesty's daughter
has now been here two days. She fulfils all my expectations,
and for two days now I have not failed to give her, and to
receive from her, proofs of the tender sentiments which
unite us. We suit one another perfectly, I shall make her
happy, and I shall owe my own happiness to Your Majesty.
Let me thank you, then, for the fine present you have given
me, and may a father's heart rejoice in the assurance of a
beloved child's happiness.

We leave to-morrow for Saint-Cloud, and we shall
celebrate the ceremony of our marriage at the Tuileries on
April 2nd. Your Majesty must never doubt my sentiments
of esteem and high consideration, least of all the tender
affection with which I have promised to regard you.

[CORRESP., xx, 16561. Napoleon went to meet Marie Louise at
Courcelles on March 28, rode in her carriage to Compiegne, and
exercised his marital rights the same night, -without waiting for the
civil and ecclesiastical marriage ceremonies, which took place at Saint-
Cloud and the Tuileries on April 1-2.]
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